ISO            FALKLAND AND HIS TIMES

essentially a " House of Commons " man; the first and per-
haps the greatest Parliamentary leader whom this , country
has produced. A financier of really first-rate ability; a
singularly clear and convincing speaker; a " consummate
Parliamentary tactician "; a tireless and vigilant leader, Pym
was unquestionably the man who impressed upon the House
of Commons its modern aspect, and who went far to define
its party system and its methods of procedure. From the
day of meeting until the day of his death he was the soul of
the opposition in Parliament and outside, and was, for all
practical purposes, the leader not merely of a party but of
the nation. Pym sat on the Speaker's left " close to the
bar of the House"; Hampden sat next him, and almost
immediately opposite to them the equally inseparable com-
panions. Falkland and Hyde. Among others who sat on
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the Speaker's right were the elder Vane, " at the upper end
of the front bench," the Solicitor-General Sir Edward Her-
bert, Sir Benjamin Rudyard, Oliver Cromwell and Sir John
Culpepper.1 It is obvious, therefore, that apart from per-
sonal association such as that of Hyde and Falkland, there
was little .significance in the choice of seats, though the
extremists sat mostly on the Speaker's left.

If the personnel of the new House was striking, the
issues before it were momentous. Amidst the mass of ques-
tions into the consideration of which the House immediately
plunged three stand out as of pre-eminent importance: the
attack upon Strafford and other agents of "Thorough" ; the
destruction of the machinery of personal government; and
Ecclesiastical Reform. In regard to the two first Falkland
took a prominent, in regard to the last a leading, part.

The new Parliament was scarcely more than a week old
when, on the nth November, Pym suddenly rose and in-
formed a startled House that "he had something of import-

1 D'Ewes ap. Sanford.    Cf. also Verney's Notes of the Long Parliament,e (Royal and Noble Authors) also attributes to the
